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ductor as sleepy a8 conductors usually are, and our horses

was none, and if there was, who knew the way? * Se-
nores,” said the hostler, in a soothing tone, perceiving our
distress of mind, < you had better pay me, and allow me
the pleasure of putting the horses in.” We considered
the ndvice, and took it. There was one universal shout of
laughter as the postilion cracked his whip, and drove us.
rattling out of Lentini, I turned to look back as we
asoended the hill, and caught o glimpse of the hostler,
who was still bowing to us with the utmost gravity and
politeness. If ever I meet that man on Pennsylvania
avenue, it is my settled intention to do him personal
violence.

From Lentini to Syracuse the distance by the public
road is about twenty-four miles, making the entire dis-
tange from Catania forty-four miles. After leayving the
valley of the Bimeto, the country becomes barren and rug:
ged, nnd there is very little to attract the attention of the
traveller. What the appearance of the country may be in
spring I had no means of ascertaining; but certainly s
more desolate picture of poverty and barrenness | never
saw than it presents in the mounth of October. Naked
hills of parched earth and bleak rocks; a few miserable
vineyards, either entirely without fencing, or surrounded
by ragged hedges of prickly pear; villages rudely built of
stone, without shade or comfort, and in a wretched state

o¢ long and lean and full of latent fire as the diligenee | of ruin; an occasional m '-m(nhloid,dﬂmh;f -
-sight miiles was "along fhe shores of the bay over & low | pick of wild beasts; hete angd there & half-naked

plain, passing a few scatiering farm-hopses and some
battle-fields fammous in the history of the enrly
miles from Catanin we
largest T believe in Sicily.
Bimeto runs is of great
fine meadow lands. Numbers
shape like hay-stacks,
of the river, having a

¢

ranked among the most powerful cities of Bicily. It pos-
sessed in olden times handsome temples, rich public edi-

‘fices, a palesira, and various works of art, but was laid
waste during the wars ; and now scarcely a trace remains
of its ancient grandeur. It is a wretched collection of
dirty dilapidated houses, with a population of filthy and
half barbarous peasantry. .

Here commenced that series of calamities to which I
have slready incidentally referred. Eighteen miles in
the bracing morning air had given us a ravenous appe-

" tite. The Hotel de Parigi was recommended by our dri-
vor as the best in the place, and although it bore very
little resemblanee to any thing we had ever seen in Paris,
being about as black and dirty s looking locands as we
had seen in Bicily, we ascended through the hostlery to a
large bare room, with a table in the middle, and half a dozen
wooden chairs ranged round the walls, and called for
qualee cora mangera—in plain English, something to eat.
The padrona, a sour-locking woman, eyed us with a ape-
culative glance, having reference to the size of our purses,
and said: * We have nothing but eggs and bread, senores;

' the ‘meat has been devoured by o party that bave just
gone ahead.” ¢ Very well, then,” said we, * let us have
the eggs and bread as soon as possible.” In about half
an hour we had a seanty ocollazine of fried eggs, to which

“we did as much justice as the subject permitted. “ Now,
Padrona, what is to pa¥?” ¢ What you wish, senores.”
“No, no; you must fix your own price.” ¢ Then, as
you have had nothing but eggs and bread, we will only
charge you two dollars.” *Two dollars! why that is
impossible. We have only had a dozen eggs and a little
bread!” ¢ Well, then, say a dollar and a half; that is
very little for four persons, senores.” We paid the dol-
lar and o half, and considered ourselves very cleverly
done. As we were about to leave, our hostess reminded
us of another small charge—three carlins for the room.
«What!"” said we, in an honest fit of indignation, *do
you mean to say we are to pay for the privilege of eating
your miserable collazine in this barn of & place ! «Of
course, senores, you have hed the use of the room.”
“Very true, but did you think we were going to eat out
of doors !” ¢ By nomeans, and that is the reason why 1

- ¢harge you for the accommodation of the room."” It was

. mo use to argue against a system of reasoning so cogent
e this; the postilion was calling to us to come on; so
weé Paid the three carling for the use of the room. Pass-
ing out, we were attacked by a dirty cwisine, who demand-
od a triffing remuneration for her services. ‘‘ Please your
excellencies, I cooked breakfast for you!" * The deuce
you did! how do you suppose we could eat it unless it
was cooked? Are people in the habit of eating break-

‘fast raw ot the Hotel de Parigi " No, senores, I cook it
Aor them, and they wlwaye give me something for my
rtrouble.” It was no use to rebel; the cook hung to us
ilike & leech, and it was only by paying her three carlins
ithat we could extricnte ourselves from her clutches.
« Thank Heaven, we are done now!” was our involuntary
exclimation as we made our exit. ¢ Aspetta, senores,”
said n yoice behind, * you have forgotten the fakins."
The what?” ¢ The perter, gentlemen.” ‘‘And pray
what have you done for us 1" ** I attend to the baggage,
‘senores.”! ** But we have ns baggage here ; it is all in the
.diligence.” **Ah, that mekes no difference; I could have

carried it for you: 1 mast live, you know, and this is all
‘the pay I get to support n large family.” The claim was
Jirresistible; we rebelled at first, but it was no use, the
faking followed us till we had to give him s few to
get #id of him,  Well, this beats Italy all hollow,” was
.our unanimous conclusion, as we took ourrespective seuts
in the diligence, and began to enjoy the luxuries of sun-
-shino and cigars, after the storm through which we had
passed. © Bona mano,” sAid our last postilion. ¢ For
what, you raseal 1" ¢ For driving you.” “PBut you did
not drive us; you were asleep all the time; we wont pay
you!" However, wo did pay him, after a great deal of
talking. * Drive on now,” shouted the Englishman.
“ Andate!” roared the Portuguese. ‘ Go ahesd,” sald L.’
« Aspetta, senores,” cried the hostlér ; +* bono mano for
the hostler.” We threw the hostler o few carlins, and
shouted, * drive on, andate!_ go ahead again!" ** Ae-
prtta I cried the hostler, "&ghu exra diligenoe ; ex-
ara diligenoes are always double price. Besides, it is two
posts from Catania, and you have only paid for one
change of horsea.” ¢ Diabolo,” roared the Portuguese,
‘“we have only had one change, and that has just been
putin mow.” «True, sencores, but yon must pay for the
halfway post” “ There 1s no post thers, you scoun-
drel—no horses—nothing at alll”  * Da wverro, senores,
but these horses have done double duty ; so they must be
paid for, ‘or they ean't go on ! This was too bad. We
unanimously determinéd thut we would not pay for chang-
ing horses, when no such change was made, * Go to the
devil with your horses, then ; we wont paya cent more.”
“ Va bene, senores!” replied the hostlar, very cooly uh-
hitohing the horses, and leading them off to thoe stable ;

« you will have to go on without horses, that's all.”

Here was a predicement! The inhabitants of the clas-
sical city of Lentini wers pouring down from all the
neighboring streets to soe the diligenos that was bound
to without horses, Matrons with children in
thelr nrms held up their precious babes to see the sight ;
piratioal-looking fellows gathered around and examined
us with & deliberate and speoulative stave; the little boyn
shotited merrily, and called the attention of all straggling
soquiintances to the tongue of she diligence that pointed
towards Syracuse, but wouldn't pull for want of horses!

withered woman, withthidr_ﬂ’_l!fvd;{unof:mﬂ,
seratching the ground with o hoe, or tottering under a
heavy burden, while her husband lies basking in the sun;
litters of dirty children rooting in the mud, without cover-
ing of any kind—these are the sights that one sees on the
rond to the ancient city of the Bun, the abode of gods,
whose ulu-lpa_s no longer burn.

In a few hours from Lentini we had a good view of the
Cape 8t. Croce and the town of Agosta. Giovanna Power,
whose *¢ Guida di Sicilia” I have now before me, says of
Agosta that it is supposed to have risen out of the ruins
of Megara, and Megara from those of the little Keybla.
It was there, according to Herodotus, thatthe pevple were
sold at auction, in the time of Gelon.

From an eminence, as we approached Syracuse, we had
a very pretty view of Ortigia, the only inhabited part of
the ancient city. It is built on an island connected to the
main land by a long pier and a bridge, and strongly forti-
fied by high walls, forts, and castles.

The number of gates, bridges, fortified arches, and vault-
ed pnssages through which one is driven before he can
fairly consider himself within the walls of Ortigia quite
surpass all powers of computation. When the diligence
stopped at one of the outer gates, we were carefully in-
spected by a couple of officers, in flaghy uniforms and fea-
thers, who politely requested us to allow them the plea-

sure of looking at our passports. One stood a little in

the background, with pens, ink, snd paper in his hand:

he was evidently a subordinate character, notwithstand-

ing the brilliancy of his plumage, which, from a hasty es-
timate, I calculated to consist of the tails of three game-

demeanor, rich in tin buttons and red cloth epaulettes, and
with a moustache that would have done credit to the Go-
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in one of the pubiic gardens, I met a former guide, wif
whom I thoughtlessiy sat down to have a cup of coffed
and was in the act of being perfectly happy when mp
friends discovered me again, and this time they sho
such degided symptoms of disapprobation that I vo
never to be sociable any more. Shortness of funde
pelled me soon after to take passage in the third
cars, where 1 was terribly afraid somebody would see
some American or Englishman, I mean, becanse I ki
nobody else would be distressed about it.
respectable-looking man on the next seat who spoke E:
lish. He was very chatty and agreeable, and it was quij
s consolation to find so intelligent & man in the same: o
duced ciroumstances. We talked very plensantly for so
time, when he informed me that his master was in
first-class ; that the said master was a countryman
mine, I was terribly mortified, of course ; there was
lonely and high-minded man in the first class, and I,
the most ambitious aspirations, in the third class
his courier. However, it was some comfort to thin th
I had passed my time pleasantly so fur, and had
all the information for which the lonely man in the fi

class was paying a dollar a day, besides the cour

e

expenses,
But this is o sad habit I have fallen into of »
Lbelig -'

-

T

admiration in early youth, I tried it in Syracuse. I wen

‘down into the ancient baths, and suffered damp and chil-
ling airs without seeing any thing but subterranesn pas.
sages and ungomfortable holes; through miles of m‘j
catacombs I roamed without one sentiment of admiration
for the mighty dead who wer¢ no longer there; bones I
picked up, but they looked so like common bones that I
threw them down again: it was no use; the entbusiassm
wouldn't come. As for the amphitheatre at Neapolis, it
is just like any other amphitheatre, only less perfect than
those of Italy, The ancient aqueduct is in so dilapidated
o state that scarcely o vestige remains. The Ear of Diony-
sius is one of the few things worth It is o large
excavation in solid rock, where it is said Dionysius the 11
imprisoned his victims, and amused himself listening to
their groans. The reverberation in this cavern is so great,
owing to some peculiarity in the construction, that the
tearing of a piece of paper produces uloud report. There
are other excavations in the vicinity, of great size and ex-
tent, formerly used as prisons, but now occupied by rope-
makers, which is much better. If Dionysius himself had
turned his attention to the manufacture of ropes, he might
| have deserved hanging less, and have enjoyed o better re-
putation in-history. The museum in Ortigia contains o
very scanty collection of antiquities, dug out of the ruins
of Byracuse. The chief attraction is the broken statue of
Venus, which is a very beautiful work of art, and justly
admired. Very little remains of ancient Syracuse exoept
the excavations from which the stone was taken to bulid
E1‘.1:0 city. Bome of these are occupied by & miserable po.
pulation of outoasts, who seem to have no houses or means

cocks ; the other was s portly man, of grave and dignified : of living, and prey upon traders for the wretched pittance

by which they support life.
The whole region around Syracuse is rocky and deso-

g aplaoethl&hd read of Withansedioll i I

bes of passports and beggare, in & country like this, to
jup-in the morning at duy-light, drink your coffee, pay
3 bills, thank Heaven when you are through; jump
© the open diligence ; listen to the lively crack of the
Btillion’s whip and the rattling of the wheelsas youare
irled off out of the narrow streets; and then, when
Hy beyond the gates, to snuff the fresh air as you fly
Mg the smooth roads by the sea-shore, and watch the
ner of tie sun as it lightens up the'Eastern hori-
B, and trace out cities of gold among the light clouds
t float over the mountsing of Calabria; sod draw in
} fresh morning air ngain entil you feel as if tb wouldlift
P into the realms of pure spirits. A wild joy thrills
gh your blood at such & time—a gladness that you
born and in the world and eapable of feeling its bean-
8 and you inwardly thank God for sll the Blessings
life still containg, even amid the ruin and desolation
by man’s evil deeds, Whet if that sun hasrisen
centuries over battle-frelds, anid seorched with shirst
a3 ounded and the dying ; and mingled its rays witdthe
nes of Etun, and shed its softest evening glories over
mes of terror and death; yet through the unfathomsble
8t in the alternate phases of good amd evil throughout
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maB has o French look. [ suy, monsieur, m ri"”
The man stopped. * Parlez vous Francais, mo. i
“Oui, n;:nnﬁ.’;p:.lumld you so," said our Mmd'ﬂ.
turning to us triu ntly; * see what perseverance will
do;" und then he propounded a series of questions to the
strange gentleman cencerning the location of the wmdl,
interrupted at every pause by ** Oui, monsieur, oul, oui.”
* Now, sir, can you tell us itis 2" (still in French.)
What language the individual addressed spoke in reply it
would be impossible to say; but it was brief and to the
point, for he immwediately conducted us round another
corner and showed w8 the prLicrxce o¥vics, after which
he touched his hat politely and walked on. The !ns-
lishman the upou the diligence office wi
ineffuble t, snd casting a ferocious lovk after
the stranger, struck his stick heavily opou the pavement
and said: * Damme, if thot's French([ e doesn’t un-
derstand the ge!"  Forsome time previously Ihad 1
observed a cious-looking fellow dodging from ecor-
ner to eorner In our rear, wlo now came up touchinghis
hat respeotfully. * " said he, ¢ Me speakee In-
glees: What youm want ?”  Obr friend explained in full,
evidéently much relieved at titis sudden adeession to his
cause. ‘‘ Yes, yes, me know,’" replied the mau. ‘“Come
on.” We followed with a good will, cerfain that our
‘tronbles were at Iast at an end; and really I began to
feel quite interested in the wall from the sheer force of
We lnd some distance through

& i n 'bs-“rg'& e
4 & ._ -:'.-ll.‘
shed and ripenod the fruits of the-edrth for countless
generatigns ; it has filled millions of souls with adoration
of the Vivine Creator; and in its light and warmth and
sublime beauties, in all the joy and gladness that it sheds
upon earth, there is still eneugh of heaven te make us feel
that we-are mortal here to be immortal hereafter.
\ Pardonithese little bursts of enthusiasm, I pray you; the
fact is, being unuble to get up any inspirstion on the subject
of antiquities, I have to let out now and then on the sun and
moon and stars by way of experiment ; for when I see my
fellow-travellers go into raptures over an old stone wall,
or & picture, or broken colummn, which fails to pro-
duce the slightest effect upon me, I begin to imagine that
there must be something lacking in head or heart, and it
is onlf by soaring among the mountains and elouds that
1 alize a particle of enthusinsm.

Catanis on the evening of our arvival from
B , we passed in sight of the Cyclopean, and soon
sfterflark reached o large town, distaut from Catanin
ten miles. Here we stopped for the night, much
disgust of our Portuguese friend, who altogether
disagproved of the hotel. The next day's travel along
wus the most pleasant we had eujoyed in
Here we entered into a more fertile region along

and farms. The road was lined on either side with
pnt-looking and picturesque villas, and the pepula-
a much more thrifty appearance than that of the

tion
sou
situaied town about half way between Catania and Mes-
sina, jur party took mules to go up to the ruins of Taor-
mina,labout an hour distant up the mountain. My ex-
perierbe in mules was not such as to encourage another
trial, # I walked again. The town of Taormina is one

Jshe forun o sgply el

part of the island. At Aci Reale, o handsomely [

pyrinth of strects, whuﬁr.—-ﬁwh.m
coneerning

the. short, and
: hat wo want t"g-gow“',ﬁh- force of this
iolent ‘was of w “pon major and
:{;;l.f. baock muttering:-some-
about a deplorable s¢ate of morxls; and upon com-
suiting his watch found that it was about time to go om
board the steamer.
That night we had o mmgnificent view of Stromaboli in

full blast: but the Isles of Li on enother- oceasion.
For-the present, I amyours, truly, J. R. B.

OFFICIAL DOCUMENT.

CONTRACTS FOR SUPPLIES BY ARMY OFFICERS:

The following Documents were commmunicated to
the Senate yesterday by the Secretary of War:

War Derartmest, Wasmixgroy, Apnin 7, 1852,

Sir= L have received a copy of a resolution of the |

Senate" directing the Secretary of War *‘ to inform the
‘Benate: First, whether any of the officers of the United
¢ States anmy have been contractors to furnish supplies to
¢ the Government of the United Btates. Becondly, if such
‘cases exist, what were the rates of such contvacts as
‘compared with those of other persons contracting for
¢ the same things to be delivered st the same time and
¢ places. Thirdly, the names ef the officers making and.
¢ ganctioning such contracts. And, lastly, as to the mea-
¢ sures, if any, which have been taken by the Department
‘in such cases.”

In reply L beg leave to report that some two months
since it was reported to me that certain officers of the
army stationed in California had been engaged in pur-
chasing articles of supply for the sarmy, and selling them
at o profit te the Government. Om investigating the mat-
ter, I found that Bvt. Lieut. Col. Hooker bad been sum-
moned before a court martial, ordered by Bvt. Brig. Gen.

vernor himself ; in fact, I thought at first that he was the Ilnu. and so little remains of its ancient grandeur that it
Governor, so imposing was his personal appearance. The rnquim a warm imagination to invest it with sufficient
passports he opened slowly and cautiously, either from interestto repay a visit. It is difficult to conceive how a
habitusl contempt of the value of time, or a latent suspi- city that once comtained a population of two millions
cion that they contained squibs of gunpowder; and at should be reduced to such utter ruin: now s mere hill-
last, when he had fairly spread them out, with the signa- | side of quarries and a dirty little town with a population
tures inverted, he carefully scanned the contents for five , of seventeen or eighteen thousand. Where the land was
minutes, and then calmly addressed us; in bad Italien: to support such a population, or the port for such & com-
“Your names, Bignores, if you. please.” Our friend the merce as they would have required, is a mystery thatcan-
of spesking first. My same, Sigaor; is Mendoms; aed babilityis that history in
this Indy is my wife.” ¢ Gratsls, Signor.”” Then, tuming has greatly exaggerated the facts.
to the subordinate, *Put that down—Men-z-2-2-2. Va| Some distance from the gates of Ortigin, on an emi-
bene.”” After some other questions as to profession, place | mence, is an old convest, and near it th:ﬂ:emry in
of nativity, &c., he turned to the Englishman, * Your | which lie buried the remainsof two Americans—one s
name, ﬂi;ynor 9" «Mine? My name is Norval: on the young midshipman, killed in & duel, and the other a gun-
Grampisn hills my father feeds his flocks, a frugal 'ner. We visited their graves, and took copies of the in-
swain”—— ¢ Excuse, Bignor, what did you say? *‘Smith, scriptions placed upon their lml:h-d bz‘::n:;‘ h::} uhiz;
John Smith, if you like it better!” ¢ Va bene, Signor; mates. It wus sad in a foreign land, & vestiges

put that down: Giovanna Bmiz; no, Semmit—Giovanna : ruin and decay, to stand by these lonely graves and think
Semmit.” The man with the tails of the game-cocks in i how died these two of :indr;d:!lood ar:. language, ;:m far
his hat put it down. ¢ And r name, Signor?” turn- ' away from home ; but doubly sad was the young midship-
ing to yzur humble servant. ,‘?‘Blir." said T, with a dash | man, put short in his bright career, not by wasting dis-

Portuguess, being the oldest, was aocorded the privilege 'not be solved by any evidences now existing ; and the pro- | o

Hitchcock, commander of the tenth military depariment,
charged with ¢ conduct unbeconting an officer and a gen-
tleman,” in being engnged in such transactions.

The evidence in the case established beyond all doubt
that the accused and Second Lieut. Bvt. Capt. Alfred
Gibbs did contract with Second Lieut. Geo. H. Paige, 2d
infantry, seting assistant quartermaster at the post of So-
noms, in Californin, to deliver to him at said post 150 tons
of hay, at the rateé of $85 per ton, and that the hay was
delivered and paid for it that price, and that they realiz-
et ed on the whole transactiom a profit of about $12 per

I stopped long enough to ex- ton; also, that the sccused did contract to deliver to the
) the ruins and make some sketches, rather to the an- | same officer, at the spme place, 100 cords of wood at

poe of my friends, who generally did their | $8.75 per cord.
sdmiration up in broken exclamsations, and left me to do| Bvt. Lieut. Col. Hooker was «fully snd honorably ac-
the artistical part while they pushed on in search of fur- | quitted.” This decision is only to be explained on the
ther antiquities. dupposition thatin the opinion of the court it is not “ un-

On our arrival in Messina, I had the pleasure of meet- | becoming an officer and a gentlemsn™ to engage in such
ing m fellow-townsman, Mr. Ciemests, United States transactions.

Gonmsul, from Washington, and it affords me additional| The proceedings of the court were submitted to Brt.
pleasure now to acknowledge my indebtedness to him for | Brig. Gen. Hitchcock, by whose order the court had been
kind favors during my stay in Messina. convened, and the sentence was confirmed by him. In
re is so little to be seen in Messina that we got justice to that officer, however, I herewith append an ex-
through on the day after our arrival. A few churches, | tract from his order, confirming the sentence, in which,
eonvents, and old walls are about the only sights in the while he seems to admit the right of officers to make such

of themost picturesque old places in Sicily. Tt was built,
I beliete, in the time of the Romans, as also the Teafro
di Taormina, which is the chief attraction of the place.
The ruins of the theatre are some short distance from the
town, and consist of o large amphitheatre, the front walls
of s splendid edifice, various pillars, and vaults and old
walls, For scenic effect, I have seen nothing in Italy or
any part of Europe to surpass the Teatro di Taormina,
88 it is on three sides by immense rocks and

the peak of Btoa in the distance,
the Straits of Messina and the moun-

f

of honest pride in the thought that I was giving a name
known in the remotest corners of the globe, ** My name is
Brown—John Brown, Americana.” ¢ Gratzia! Signor,”
said the officer, bowing, as T flattered myself, even more
profoundly than he had bowed to my friend John Smith.
“ Put that down—Giovanna Brovvenni.” * Browx !”
said 1; for I had no idea of having an honest name so bar-

barously Italianized. *8i, Signor, Bruvven." ‘No!
said I, sternly, ‘“mot Bruvven—Broww, sir.” “8i,
Signor—Bruix.” And Bruin was written down by the

feathered man ; and so stands my name to this day in the
official archives of Syracuse—Giovanni Bruix, or John
Bear. e

After this pleasant little passage of official dignity and
governmental wisdom, we rattled on over a drawbridge,
and under an arch, and through half a doren gates, and
up a long pier, and through some more gates, and finally
into Ortigin, or modern Syracuse, where we rattled through
an interminable labyrinth of narrow and dirty streets, our
postillion alternately cracking polkas with his whip, and
blowing his brains throngh his horn, scattering the aston.
ished inhabitants in all directions, and running over lazy
dogs in his mad enreer. At last we brought up near the
Hotel del Sole, where we were dragged out of the diligenee
by a whole regiment of ragged Arkinas, and piloted into
thie dark recesses of the Sole by the bald-headed Padrona.

At this Hotel we were so fortunate as to secure
the services of a guide, who was not only an accomplish-
ed cicerone, but an artist of gonsiderable merit and the
author of & work on the antiquities of S8yracuse. I have
forgotten his name, but any body who visits Ortigia can-
not fail to recognise him in the elegant person of a young
man, a little blazé in his manners, who lounges gracefully
about the Sole, and does things up a8 wvalet de place with
‘the resigned air of » gentlemin of broken fortune, who
has been to the necessity of bartering his classi-
onl kniowledge and personal services for the contemptible
som of one dollar per diem. He will converse with you on
art and history, point out to you all the antiguities of
Syracuse, sell you his pictures, attend to your passport,
enrry your umbrella, see that your boots are blacked, and
go of messages—all for the miserable pittance of a dollar
a day; and if you like he will go with you to the opera,
and tell you the history of the prima donna and of each
of the chorus-singers individually. For my part, I took
it as rather a compliment that so fashionable a looking
man should be seen in my company, and, notwithstand-
ing the horror and disgust of my young English friend,
always invited him to join us in a cigar or a glass of wine,
and felt quite happy when he sat with us in o public café
sipping the nero with a languid air, or dallying elegant-
ly over n glass of ioe-cream at my sxpense.

In America one would be ashamed to exact meninl ser-
vices of 80 nccomplished n gentleman ; but in the old world
it is so common as not to attract attention, except from
strangers. Indeed, we republicans ontdo the Europeans
in things of this kind ; we are mueh more stiff and haugh-
ty townrds our subordinates than the Germans or French,
and quite. ax much so as the English. Bometimes it is
guch & relief to be natural and kind that I try it for va-
riety. The other day, up in Austria, I was onnght by o
party of friends in the nct of drinking beer with our hack-
driver, & very jolly respectable old Dutchman ; but, from
the disdainful anner in which they refused to join us, I
felt exoeodingly mortified about it, and resolvad nover to

What was to be done? o to the Mayor? Perbaps there

be good-natured agnin. The very same evening, walking

' ease, but by the hand of a brother officer, perhaps one
| who loved him well. A brief notice in the guide-book was
all that told the story. He fell in a duel, near the place
of his burial; and there he sleeps in a far-off land, with
none to mourn over his lonely grave, none to feel a pang
of pity, save the passing stranger. This was honor !
Does the slayer of that youth, if he still lives, feel that he
has done an honorable deed when he thinks of the lonely
grave of his victim? Is there a charm in the thought to
wash out the stain of blood? Has the admiration of the
world made him feel in his secret heart that he is the
braver for having risked his life and slain his fellow-man ?
Was forgiveness of an injury so base an act that it would
$iave embittered his whole future? Oh, honor, honor! what
strange beings are thy votaries!

We paid a visit. to the modern catacombs in the con-
vent, but found them much ioferior to those in Palermo,
of which I have given you some sccount. While strolling
through among the bodies, accompanied by an old monk,
one of the heads rolled off and fell on the ground. The
monk quietly picked it up, thanked God for the accident,
and placed it on the neck again, but in such an extraordi-
nary position as to produce a most ludierous effect. Non
fat niente ! said he, *“it makes no difference now,” and we
walked on.

In the evening we went to an opera in Ortigia; rather
an odd thing, you will admit, among the ruins of Syra-
cusge, The piece was quite new to me, and abounded in
terrible love scenes, murders, and thunderings of brass
instruments. The prima donna created a great furore by
her violent manner of dying ; she died three times in suc-
oession by special request of the audience, and so great
was the enthusiasm on the subject that I could not help
joining in an attempt to get up a fourth death.

Now this, to be sure, is rather a scanty description of |
Syracuse—a mere budget of anecdotes, you will say. Bat
what can I tell you without copying from the guide-book,
which you can find in any public library. To be candid,
I think there is more in the name of Syracuse than any
thing else. The ruins ‘are in such a state of dilapidation
that one can scarcely recognise any thing, even with the
assistanoe of a gnide. Those of Agrigentum are consider-
ed much finer. After Rome, and the ruins of Pestum, near
Naples, there is little worth sesing in Sicily in the way of
ruing, except Sicily and its government, which may be
considered a ruin on o grand scale ; one of the grandest
ruins, if weare to believe in its early history, in S8outhern
Europe. War and rapine, and all the evils of military
despotism ; pestilence and famine, earthquakes, and vol-
canic eruptions, have scourged that ill-fated island till its
motuntaing are bare and its valloys are waste ; and the
spirit of desolation bLroods over its ruins even as the
scourge of the Divine hand yet rests upon Jerusalem and
the hills of Judea.

We spent a day and a half in S8yracuse, and wonld have
continued on to Noto and Girgenti but for the want of
time. Tt was getting late in the renson, and each of us
hiad places of Oricntal teavel for the coming month of No-
vomber. It must be said in favor of Sicily, at thisseason
of the year, that the climate is perfectly delicions; and
the skies unsurpassed in any part of the world, The sun-
set scehies avery avening were beautiful boyond deseription :
anid the soft tints of the distant mountains of Calabria,
and the intérior of Bicily, were just such as Lorrnine de-
lighted to paint, and which no other artist has evor given
in such perfection. It is ploasant, after all the annoy-

way of antiquities that the traveller is called upon to en-
dure ; and, after seeing these, he may pass the time plea-
santly enough rambling about the neighborhood, which is
fall of fine scenery, or lounging about the wharfs, where
he will enjoy something in the way of maritime life on
shore. The position of the town is scarcely less pictu-
resque than that of Palermo, and for all the evidences of

and civilization I greatly preferred this neigh-
mot}d to any part of Sieily.

1 cannot leave Messina without giving you our adven-
ture in search of the breach made in the walls of the city
during the last revolution. This time second visit
to Messina) 1 was asccompanied by an Irish major from
Indin and sn old English gentleman returning from the
East, both fellow-passengers on the steamer from Malta,

and very jovial snd agreeable travelling sequaintances.
We had but three hours on shore, the steamer having
‘merely touched for passengers. It was, therefore, on,
landing & matter of consideration in what way we should
spend our time most profitably. The was in
favor of seeing the breach at the risk of every thing else;
bthe major of that happy and anccommodsting temperament
which renders & man capable of enjoying all things equal- |
Iy; and I, having on a former oconsion seem every thing
in Messina except the breach, yielded against an internal
convietion that & hole in & wall is not an object of peou-
linr interest. But habitnal martyrdom makes a man
magnanimous, and the old gentleman was bent upon soe-
ing the breach ; he had set his heart upon it; he had en-
lightened ns upon the historieal points, and the breach
we must see.  Nor would he have a guide, for he spoke
French and could ask the way. The major, too, gpoke a
foreign linguage; it was Guzerat or Hindoo, and not
likely to be very useful in the streets of Messins, but it
mifht come in play; and I prided myself on speaking
Ttalian : that is to say, (between yon and myself, )  species
of Italian formed chiefly of Arabic, French, Tuscan, Nea-
olitan, and English, but chiefly of Italinnized
gy copious additions of yowels at the end of ucri word., |
Yielding, However, to the .::'rvrlor zeal of our nglkh‘
friend, Mr. —— ‘we kept estly in the rear, while he !
took the middle of the main street, and kept s sharp
lookout for any lnulllﬁnt-lmking man that had the ap-
pearanoe of understanding French. * Pariez vous Frangaia,
monsienr,” said Mr. —— to the very first man he met.
 Nown L5 the man, de Deutch 7" + Talk
to him in Hindoo,”" said Mr. ——. The major addressea
him = y in Hindoo, * Nicht," said the man,
“May be he understands Italisn,” suggested the major.
¢ Parle Ttaliano ' said I, ** 8i signor, im poco. “ Dove
il brescha in the Muro,” said I, going to the fall extent of
my Italian, The man looked . but, not wishing to
appear ignorant, sddressed me in such a complicated
mixture of German and Sicilian that [ had to mp__hiu
at length, - © S, s, gratsia.”’  “ What does !le say ! in-
quired Mr, ——, ¢ think he says the wall is somewhere
outside the gity: but he speaks abominable Italian.
+ Humph! pever mind: here’s a gentleman that speaks
Fronch, I'm oertain. Monsieur! I say monsieur! (eall-
ing ton ing individual just passing,) * Parlez vous
Francais, monsieur?”" * No, signor; [talisna.” Upon this
hint I spoke Italian, ns before. The stiff man unbent
himself, and politely conducted us round the corner,
where he showed us the anolent cmumen; and biddin
us adien, went bis way with the same grave and studi
aspect. T shall never forget the look of mingled doubt
and dissppoistment with which my venerable English
friend & ‘mo, * Did you nsk him for a churoh *"
“No, T naked him for the wall with the breach in it.”
From ‘that moment, 1 believe Mr. —— suspected me of
bad Halign, Disappointment, howoyer, only added to
his 2eal. Pushing on with a determined step, he led the
Annumerable

| martial for violating ¢

way throt streets, till at length we reach.
od an open. whero we halted close by & hack-stand
to gain by and take an observation. Here we were

n i of vetturini, in
s0on By such mn eager E:If.

consoquence of an Hindoo by the
major, that we had to work ourselvea out of the crowd

! contracts, he strongly condemns the practice.

Asregards the prices at which these articles were con-
tracted for, as com with those of other personscon-
tracting for them at that post about the same time, the
Quartermnster General reports to me that the price for

| hay had veried considerably—ss high as $50.50, $50,

$62, and 75 per ton  had been paid for it; but in the
same month in which this contract was made Assistant
Quartermaster Allen had purchased hay at $15 less per ton,
The price paid for the wood, as compared with those pre-
viously paid, does not appear high. It was proven, how-
ever, before the court martial that public notice was given
for proposals, and that in both instances the officer’'s were
the lowest bidders,

As there was no law or regulation prohibiting officers
of the army from contracting with the Government, and
as Byt Lieut. Col. Hooker had been fully and honorably
acquitted by the court mot onlf of the charge, but of
every specification, I did not feel that I should he justi-
fied in recommanding to the President the adoption of &
course which, under other ciroumstances, I might have
felt it my duty to recommend.

Bvt. Capt. Gibbs, who was associated with Lieut. Col.
Hooker in one of these contracts, presented himself in
person at the Department, frankly acknowledged his
error, but solemnly protested that when he engaged in
this transaction he was not aware that it would be consi-
dered improper. For this reason, and on account of his
youth and rruv!oﬂl high character as an officer and a
gentleman, I consid that he would be sufficient!y pun-
ished by a d.

I deem it but just to both these officers to add that this
erroneous opinion as to the propriety of these transac-
tions was not confined to themselves. They appear to
have been known to all the officers at the post. Major
P. Kearny, who commanded the post, and whose duty it
was to watch over the dishursements, signed the contract
s an attesting witness, and two other officers, Paymaster
Leonard and Assistant Surgeon Campbell, were sureties
for its faithful performance. ;

1 came to the conclusion, howerer, t‘;uft n-'n -r-o should
be speedil ﬂhdto raventa repetition of such an abuse.
As soom, {h ore, nan wns informed of these tramssc-
tions, 1 nddressed a letter to the Committees on Military
Affairs, both of the Senate and House of Representatives,
recommending that a law should be passed prohibiting
similar nbuses in future. A copy of this letter is here-
with transmitted. :

Several weeks having elapsed, and not finding that any
aotion had been taken on the subject by either committoe,
1 issued & regulation, a copy of which is herewith trans-
mitted. I do not consider, however, that this lation
supersedes the necessity of an act of C X wides
that, » Inw carries with it o higher sanction than a mere
regulation of the Department; the sentence of a court

latter would be at the discretion
of the court. . :

Since the receipt of the resolution of the Senate I have
learned of other operations of this kind, in which both
Lieut. Col. Hooker and Bvt. Capt, Gibbs were engaged.
The Department is now in them.

It hns been also reported to me that Cwpt. Alexander
W. Reynolds, assistant quartermaster, stationed at Santa
Fe, New Mexioo, purchased sapplies from two individnals
who were adting in the capacity of forage masters nnder
him; and in one Instance mkuadrg‘m horses from
himseolf. That matter is also nmlcr;ol% an investigation.

[ have the honor to be, very 1y, your obedient
servant, CONRAD,

’ Sueretary of War.

Hon. W. R. Kixa,

President of the Senate.

%{mctﬁmn the order of Gen. Hitchcock.

g general com feels called upon to express

the opimion hﬂm“wﬂ‘l‘l n aral pnp:tiee. wera it

to he entered into, of officers of the army coming into
tion with oltiaens in propesing for and entering

into contracts with officers of the disbursing departments

by main foros, ' Leave it all to me,” said Mr. —, “T'
figd somobody presentiy Who spomks Fronch. JKa! that

of the army for furnishing army supplies, could not fail

1o be productive of the fmost mischievous consequences.’

It is calculated to beget a division of interests
ficers within the army :lmhnuol‘ “h-a‘:ﬁ

ereate and justify an opinion in that the army
ftself, through its members, : interest alto-
ether separate from that of the mment, with the
ger of pursuing that interest when o to of
the Government, That particular cuses q ' ooour in
which indiyidual officers may derive s profit from such

contracts without loss to the Go and to
advantage of the Go is not der
mﬁdmti?h of pre- oy m

gip

and cents, under such
cumsfances, would be more than aced by the
dangeris to be apprebended from a general practice of en-
tering into -ufcmm. ard it would be far better, in
the on of the general commanding, per

s

: for
absta mmrhemofnﬂﬁ‘ tu
prohibited by regulations, and to leok e ovr for
the forbearsnce to the peculior cometitution snd charac-
ter of the profession of arms, amd the high sosisl sspéct
of the army of whhhmqinihcmm T
“@olonel 2 Infantry, Brevet Brig. Gen.”

Wan Deranranst,

Wasmxoros, Fxsuvaws 9, 1852,

Bin; Awﬁmhm'mhﬂﬁllﬁim
mﬂgﬂ_ﬁbw

past come to my khowledye,
‘sorrect it,

An officer of the army, o Californis, per-
chosed at _ a ty ‘and fael. for the
m-qo,hp_ 29 at & profit to the Govern-

mt, and m to the actieg assistant quar:
termaster at the pest'st s y advance sad' o verylarge
profis, Thus we find:an the arms availiog. him-
self of his position to enter int-competitlon with the'Gov-

ernment in the purchase of es for the at
which he is stationed, md.Elm ima m‘:;ywam
suppliew of all kinds e procured with dificuity, and only
t prices..
. The officer was charged with: these soty by another
officer before a court-mertial, axd mnﬂiﬂ The
fact charged was provembeyond s doubt, 4 rduiﬁon
‘of the court appears tos have beenm based om:the fact that
there was no law prohibiting. suclb conduct. Another of-
ficer ws gencerned in ome of thesacontracts;. and:several
1“1;:““”’ i that would flow fro tl:ﬁ-pmﬁno, it
o uences that w ow from
i:l- were ::-.%ooa
illustration. Frauds, B:nht‘mn, and abuses of all kinds,
equally destruotive of blic intavests and of the cha-
racter of the army, would be the inevitable result
I therefore respectfully suggest whether it would not
he advisable to prohibit by law all officers of the army
from being dﬁwt’y or indirestly coneerned or interested
iessfor the srmy under pain of
dismissal from the service,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant; C. B G{)N:&H},
Segretary of War.

To Cuarnxey of Military Committees
of Senate and House of Represeatatives.

War Deparrneyt, Mamou 20; 1852,
The Department has learned with great surprise and
regret msm]amrmcumm have been 24
in purchas es of indispensable mecessity to the
service, such as fuel, hay, &c., and. sellin
profit to- the Qnartermaster’s Department.
tions are injurious to the publie service; and highly de-
rogatory to the character of the army. All officers

therefore prohibited from p any articles that
are required for the use or of the army, with
a view to selling the same, or from direetly or indi-
reotly in in such purchases, officers or agents

y-
on will be forthwith
dismissal! from the ser-
C. M. CONRAD,
Secretary of War.

L ————— -
THE REBELLION IN CHINA.

ating this
‘reported to the President, and
vice recommended.

CORDRESPONDENCE OF THE N. TORK COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER

Canron, Januvary 26, 1852.

You may have observed, in the newspapers, fre-

quent reference to a uhl%mgn. This
to cause more nbtiee nd ‘thamit M‘E
. There is no excitement here, and from
all that I can learn the disturbance is limited toa
portion of the Kwangsi provinee, and is not likely
to extend to others. The rebels ean be more easily
bribed than beaten into submission, and in the end
Emperor Haamfoong will probably deem it wise to
“buy up " the chiefs, instead of trying to catch them.
The Chinese are a very singular e. They sometimes
rebel against certain mandarins, who become notorious
for their rapacity and corruption ; but this is no evidence
of dissatisfaction with their political institutions. On the
contrary, these are considered by all the Chinese to be
the tion of human wisdom. Here are no theorists
of * human rights,” no apostles of ‘ liberty, equality, and
fraternity,” to upturn the foundations of society. The
hinese are tly content with the theory of their Gov-
ernment, may justly be termed (as they have been)
‘“a nation of incurable conservatives.”” They may not be
much attached to the Tartar d ¥, and, as o general
, Are ;;lmbll:ly quite indi t about it; and if
an family should be seated upon the fiidne, and
maintain the same system of Government, the great mmss
of the would care little about it. There are no

broad and invidious distinotions of classes amgng

them.
The road to the highest honor is to all, the son
of a coolie may become the m:m'ﬁm, lﬁg has the

talents and to tread the ‘ofHterature,
always z:n, and open to all, which lead to est of-
fices in Empire.” Assaults from nbroad, the in-

troduction of foreign ideas, may tend to disturb-the sys-
tem ; bat so long as the exclusive polie?' is so
long will the Chinese quietly revolve in the which
has been woven round :‘lm ;.

The foreign trade is fast leaving Canton -
trating ot Shanghai. The latter port is near to the heart

of the country, and the great prod and sonsuming
districts of China, Full l.hne-};nrlhq all the American
trade will be transacted there next r. 4

We hear that Commodore Aulick is soon ed in the
large steam frigate Susquehanna, and it is rumored that
he has instructions the President to visit Japan with
o considerable fieet. As the Japanese islands ar situated
upon the great between Shanghai and Californis,
it appears to hﬂt ‘the Government of the United
States should demand from the authorities a clear under-
standing ns to the manner in which our ships shall be re-
ceived, which may be driven by stress of weather or other-
wise to seek a harbor on their shores. The success of an
expedition to Japan, with this object, will depend alto-
mmg tact and firmness of the commander.

The are over in large numbers to Cali-
fornia, but nearly of them with the intemtion of re-
%m a8 they have obtained a modernte compe-
teney. ey do not like the idea of being buried ina
strange land. must not be considered as emigrants,
who intend to settle and become citizens of themew world,

but merely as hired laborers and adventurers.
The between China and California is becoming
quite ble. .

A writer describes the oldest house in Manchester
(Massachusetts) ns a ouriously built dwelling, having two
stories in front and one in the rear, mostly constructed of
onk timber, and set on a roek, where the people of the
present day would no more think of placing a house than
they would on the Himmalaya mountains. This house waa
built in 1643, and is therefore about two hundred and
nine years old ; was one of the first put up in the town,
and its original proprietor was &m‘ueh Norton. The
bricks in the chimney are a great curiosity, some of them
weighing from eight to ten pounds each.

Tur Swiss Rivng.—The following deseription of this.
weapon we find in the London Morning Chroniele :

“ The w weighs only 0] pounds, The bore is
small.  The ball “I; ;‘,ﬁmﬂinq hardly one-
as much n& that of the Minnie rifle, and in form it is met
unlike o piece of tobmeco pipe, ng to a point, and
nearly an inch in length. As for the range of the Swiss
rifle we need r mention that, at a distanee of 1,
paces, 160 balls (fired from a rest) struck a of sigh
feet six inches quare, nnd penetrated planks of
deal, placed one ssunder,
a fourth. At this the extrome height of the trajec-
tory—the path of the on the air—was 33 feet
whilst at a range of 500

ball would searce '
mhw.u::u vtk this vt cam owtRy

&0 L or w e oan -
of ball eartrige, while he camonrry MW
the Minnie system,

me genewnl,. are too manifést to require

-



